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Their Interpretation and Role in Chapters 1-25, SBLDS 94 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1988),
97-113.

17) 1. Bgfo|E, Togujof,, 48l T4 o, SAGATFY 22 (A& 5874,
1979), 221-227, 229; W. L. Holladay, Jeremiah 1: A Commentary on the Book of the
Prophet Jeremiah Chapters 1-25, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Augsburg Fortress, 1986), 365.

18) =3 A= 1-6dolA A r oyt Al713E A EA DE(H 5ol FFshtano
3k ofglle] tigol 7-13- ol ekA F FEo] dddral . ofdEwo] ofyet BE 9]
22tdo] &HE 7 =th= o] digoltt 1. R. Lundbom, Jeremiah 1-20, The Anchor Yale
Bible Commentaries (New York: Yale University Press, 1999), 659. 3 ©]A] Z ](Page Kelly,
1278 8] AZhel| )8, okdll= e Fel oyt oi7k= FakaL, o] IZte AR, Al
AR €FS FEshs 21e2 BAETL P 2807 9, T dm|of 1-25%,, AdlF 49,
World Biblical Commentary 26 (A& <2, 2003), 346.

19) J. R. Lundbom, Jeremiah 1-20, 657.

20) K. M. O’Connor, Jeremiah: Pain and Promise (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011), 81-91; %
o]z ~d WM E dgulope] <y Rgo] dyuoks & oY Hag FeURA 7o
=Y Al s, 12l shubd o] Aok Al Aol thaf o4& A7) gtk Bt L
Stulman, “Reflections on Writing/Reading War and Hegemony in Jeremiah and in
Contemporary U.S. Foreign Policy”, C. M. Maier and C. J. Sharp, eds., Prophecy and Power:
Jeremiah in Feminist and Postcolonial Perspective, The Library of Hebrew Bible/Old
Testament Studies 577 (London: Bloomsbury, 2013), 66-67.
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<Abstract>
“She Moumns”:
An Ecocritical Reading of Jeremiah 12
Yani Yoo

(Methodist Theological University)

The purpose of this paper is to interpret Jeremiah 12 focusing on three foci
(suspicion, identification, retrieval) developed by the Earth Project team. Before
dealing with the three foci, this paper observes some impressive ecocritical
points in the text. Scholars tend to think that “the one I truly love” (12:7) refers
to the Judahites and personifies them as Yahweh’s wife. But in Yahweh’s poetic
speech (12:7-13), it is noted that neither the word Judah nor people appear but
only earth and its components. All three words, “house”, “heritage”, and “the
one I truly love” can be seen as referring to the land. More earth components
such as ‘portion’, ‘bird of prey’, and ‘vineyard’ appear in the rest of Yahweh’s
poetic speech. Humans are de-centered.

First, in the suspicion section, it can be judged that the interests of the biblical
narrator are generally anthropocentric. Earth and its components are represented
as passive tools in human-centered theological messages. However, this
situation is neither justified nor considered natural. Jeremiah is very concerned
about the suffering of earth and its components, and judges human sin as the
cause (12:4). The paper also demonstrates that commentaries and interpretations
have been anthropocentric. Interpreters including myself have seen earth
components as much less subjective and less of their own voice than the ways
they are represented by the biblical narrator.

Second, in the identification section, it is observed that the desolate land has
her own thoughts and emotions, and so she mourns and blames Yahweh. All
including the wicked, lion, thorns, and foreign peoples are inhabitants of the
land, so she mourns over the sad reality affecting all creation. I identified most
with the land among many non-human characters, so through eco-midrash, I
tried to give a voice to the land.

Third, in the section of retrieval, it is observed that the land’s mourning

reveals the narrator’s inner thoughts. Although the narrator says through his lips
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that the foreign invasion is punishment from God for people’s disobedience, he
resents such punishment in his heart. The climax of retrieval is found in
Yahweh’s intense love and hate toward the land, especially when she mourns
and blames the deity (12:11). Just as Jeremiah’s confessions voice resistance to
mainstream theology, blaming the people for the collapse of the state, so the
earth voices resistance to Yahweh. When Yahweh complains that no one cares
about the desolate land, the deity unwittingly discloses that he responds to the
mourning land and cares about her! Yahweh’s love and hate extend even to
foreign peoples. They are given a chance to return to their homeland and the
possibility to become his people. The land like Yahweh provides the possibility
that everyone will become one, overcoming dichotomy between friends and

foes, and the Judahites and the foreigners.





